[Laboratory diagnosis of gastrinoma. Nordic collaboration can improve the quality].
Measurement of gastrin in serum or plasma in patients with gastrinoma may be complicated by the presence of circulating biosynthetic intermediates which may not be detected by commonly available immunoassays. In contrast, the "processing-independent analysis" of gastrins developed by professor Jens Rehfeld et al in Copenhagen detects gastrin forms irrespective of their size. The authors review gastrinoma pathophysiology, the biochemistry of gastrin and other biomarkers of gastrinoma, the differential diagnosis of hypergastrinemia as well as other methods currently employed in the workup of gastrinoma patients, and illustrate with a clinical case.